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United States Masters Swimming, Inc. and the Pacific Northwest Association of Masters 
Swimmers are now, as they always has been, concerned for the safety and health of their 
members. They will continue to disseminate such information concerning swimming safety and 
health as comes to their attention. However, United States Masters Swimming, Inc. and the 
Pacific Northwest Association of Masters Swimmers cannot and does not accept responsibility 
for the content of any information or material not authored by United States Masters Swimming, 
Inc. or the Pacific Northwest Association of Masters Swimmers. All opinions stated in any such 
material are solely those of the authors and not necessarily those of United States Masters 
Swimming, Inc. or the Pacific Northwest Association of Masters Swimmers. 

Editor’s note: The following is 
partially taken from an editorial “Is 
there a Santa Clause?” among the 
most famous ever written, which 
appeared in the New York Sun in 
1897. 

Is there a Swimming Claus? 
We take pleasure in answering 

at once and thus prominently the 
communication below, expressing 
at the same time our great 
gratification that its faithful author 
is numbered among the friends of 
The WetSet: 

“Dear Editor! I am 38 years 
old. Some of my friends say there 
is no Swimming Claus. Coach 
says, ‘If you see it in The WetSet 
it’s so.’ Please tell me the truth: Is 
there a Swimming Claus? 

Virginia Waters 
115 West Ocean Boulevard” 
Virginia, your friends are 

wrong. They have been affected 
by daily doses of chlorine. They do 
not believe except they see. They 
think that nothing can be which is 
not comprehensible by their little 
minds. All minds, Virginia, are little. 
In this great universe of ours man 
is a mere crustacean, a barnacle, 
in his intellect, as compared with 
the boundless world about him, as 
measured by the intelligence 
capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Swimming Claus. He exists as 
certainly as love and generosity 
and Speedos exist, and you know 
that they abound and give your life 
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! 
How dreary would be the world if 
there were no Swimming Claus. It 
would be as dreary as if there 
were no Virginias. There would be 
no childlike faith then, no romance, 
no laps, no pull buoys to make 
tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in 
sense and sight. The eternal light 

with which swimming fills the world 
would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Swimming 
Claus? You might as well not 
believe in mermaids! You might get 
your papa to hire men to watch in 
all the pools on Christmas Eve to 
catch Swimming Claus, but even if 
they did not see Swimming Claus, 
what would that prove? Nobody 
sees Swimming Claus, but that is 
no sign that there is no Swimming 
Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you 
ever see sirens sunning on the 
rocks?  Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. 
Nobody can conceive or imagine 
all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world. 

You may tear apart your 
flippers to see what causes them to 
make you go fast, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world which 
not the fastest swimmer, nor even 
the united speed of all the fastest 
swimmers that ever lived, could 
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can see through the 
water and view and picture the 
supernatural beauty and glory 
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 
in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding. 

No Swimming Claus! Thank 
God! He lives, and he lives forever. 
A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay, ten times ten 
thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the hearts of 
swimmers. 

By Jeanne  
Ensign, PNA  
President  
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� July 15, 2006  
USMS 2 Mile Cable 
Championships, Chris Greene 
Lake, Charlottesville, Va.  
OW; Dave Holland, (804) 282-6224, 
dholland@rmc.edu  
Mark Gill (480) 874-7112 
markgill@usms.org;  
Sanctioned by Va. LMSC 
 
� July 29, 2006  
USMS 1 Mile Open Water 
Championships, Lake Erie, 
Cleveland, OH 
OW; Tom Spence, (216) 299-3858 
talltom13@msn.com 
 
�August 4 to August 10, 2006   
2006 XI FINA World Masters 
Championships, Palo Alto, Calif.  
LCM  
Michael Moore, 350 Wayland St., 
San Francisco, CA 94134, 
michael@2006FINAmasters.org; 
Also sanctioned by FINA and 
includes a 3.0 KM open water swim 
at Crown Point, San Francisco Bay.  
Meet Book now ; 
www.2006finamasters.org;  

�March 11,  2006 
Bainbridge Island Short Course 
Yards Sprint Meet 
Bainbridge Island Aquatic Center 
Bainbridge Island, Wash. 
Brian Russell, (425) 985-2677 
Brian Russell@earthtech.com 
 
�April 8 & 9, 2006 
SCY PNA Champs 
Weyerhaeuser King County 
Aquatic Center 
Federal Way, Wash. 
 
�May 11 to May 14, 2006 
USMS Short Course Nationals  
Coral Springs, Fla. 
Michael Lohberg, (954) 345-2121 
mlohberg@aol.com 
 
�May 15 to September 15, 2006  
USMS 5k and 10k Postal 
Championships 
PST-LD; Neil Salkind  
(785) 841-0947  
njs@sunflower.com 
 
�  June 17, 2006 
USMS 1-3 Mile Open Water 
Championship (2.5 km), Hartwell 
Lake, Clemson, S. C. OW; Jacque 
Grossman, (864) 646-8836 
jelg@innova.net; Sanctioned by SC 
LMSC 
 

Events in Washington, Oregon, British Columbia, Idaho and Alaska, plus USMS Championship events.  
PNA events, including PNA Board meetings, are listed in bold.  

� January 1 to December 31, 
2006 
Fitness Check-Off Challenge 
Hugh Moore 
swimmoore@comcast.net  
For forms see www.usms.org/
fitness  
 
� January 1 to January 31, 2006 
 2006 USMS One Hour Postal 
Championships 
Tom Spence, (440) 247-7145 
talltom13@msn.com  
Laura Kessler, (440) 526-9590 
swimlaura@ameritech.net 
See page 6. 
 
� January 21, 2006 
SCY PNA Meet 
Fidalgo Pool 
Anacortes, Wash. 
Leslie Mix, Lesliemix@msn.com 
Mike Lund, (360) 293-0673 
(daytime)  
See page 4 for entry form 
 
�February 19, 2006 
SCM Meet 
Bellevue Club 
Bellevue, Wash. 
Cory Hildebrand, (425) 688-3127 
cory@bellevueclub.com 
See page 5 for entry form 
 
 
 

Web Guide 
Check out these sites on the 
Internet for information on Masters 
swimming, news, events, workouts 
and more from throughout the 
Northwest! 

www.swimpna.org 
www.usms.org 
www.northwestzone.org 
www.swimoregon.org 
www.akmswim.org 
www.utahmasters.org 
www.mastersswimming.bc.ca 

PNA Masters Swimming 
US Masters Swimming 
USMS Northwest Zone 

Oregon Masters 
Alaska LMSC 
Utah Masters 

Masters Swimming of BC 
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COMING IN JANUARY TO YOUR LOCAL POOL! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 29th Annual - USMS National Championship 
ONE HOUR POSTAL SWIM  

 
 You must have 2006 USMS registration - register today if you haven’t done so already. 

 
 NEW THIS YEAR – you can enter online. 

 
 THE INDIVIDUAL SWIM: 
•  Read the directions on the entry form carefully.  You’ll find it on page 2 in this WetSet. 
•  Swim for one continuous hour any time in the month of January – last chance is January 31. 
•  Swim the event at a pool of your choice – yards or meters. 
•  Swim with no more than 2 swimmers per lane – circle swimming is not allowed. 
•  Have someone time you, count your laps, and record your official splits. 
•  Mail your entry form and individual $6 fee to the event host – O*H*I*O Masters.  
 

 PNA WILL ENTER YOU IN A RELAY TEAM EVENT BUT WE NEED YOUR SPLIT SHEET 
 
 TEAM EVENTS: 
•  Team events are “postal relays” where we combine your results with those of other PNA swimmers.   
•  Teams are formed by age group (19+, 25+, etc.) and sex (male, female – 3 each) and mixed (2+2). 
•  The PNA team coordinators will form the best teams possible. 
•  An effort will be made to include every swimmer on a team. 

 
 MAIL YOUR OFFICIAL SPLIT FORM to: 

PNA One Hour Swim 
c/o Sally Dillon 

PO Box 845 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

 
 IMPORTANT DEADLINES: 

Your swim must take place in the month of January 
Sally must receive your split form no later than FRIDAY, February 10 

 
 QUESTIONS?  Contact Sally at: 

360-679-5038, salswmr@verizon.net 
 
 ORGANIZE YOUR FRIENDS AND TEAMMATES AND SET ASIDE A DAY OR TWO IN JANUARY TO DO 

THE ONE HOUR SWIM.  LET’S HAVE A GREAT PNA TURNOUT THIS YEAR! 
 

 *  PNA “teams” will only be formed with swimmers whose “club” is PNA (check your registration 
card if you are unsure).  Unattached swimmers are not eligible. 
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The WetSet is PNA’s official newsletter. Produced ten times a year, it is delivered free of charge to PNA members. 
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